CHAPTER VIII THE KANSAS CITY SOUTHERN EPISODE
IN the early part of 1899, when Harriman's energetic work in the reconstruction of the Union Pacific had begun to attract attention, and when he was generally recognized as a rising man in the railway world, his help and cooperation were solicited by a group of men in the West who were interested in a railroad known as the Kansas City, Pittsburgh & Gulf, which had fallen into financial difficulties as the result of hasty original construction and subsequent bad management, and which was greatly in need both of assistance and of competent advice. The history of this road, prior to Mr* Harriman's connection with it, was this:
In the year 1889, a group of Western capitalists and promoters obtained a charter for a railroad to run from Kansas City to Fort Smith, Arkansas, by way of the small Missouri town known as Nevada. It was incorporated under the name of the Kansas City, Nevada & Fort Scott Railway; but, for reasons that it is not necessary here to specify, little work